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F A Q S :  C H I L D  A R R A N G E M E N T  O R D E R S

A Child Arrangement Order is a court order that sets out the arrangements for the 
care of a child, including who the child will live with and when the child will spend 
time with each parent.

If one parent does not comply with a Child Arrangement Order, the other parent can 
apply to the court for enforcement. The court may take various actions to enforce the 
order, including fines or imprisonment.

To apply for a Child Arrangement Order, you will need to complete a C100 application 
form and submit it to your local family court. You may also need to attend a Mediation 
Information and Assessment Meeting (MIAM) before applying.

The court will consider the child’s best interests when making a Child Arrangement 
Order. This includes the child’s welfare, safety, and emotional and physical needs. The 
court will also consider the child’s relationship with each parent and any other rele-
vant factors.

What is a Child Arrangement Order?

How do I apply for a Child Arrangement Order?

What are the factors to consider when making a CAO?

What happens if one parent does not comply with the 
CAO?

Can a CAO be changed?

Can a CAO be made without the parents’ consent?

Can grandparents apply for a CAO?

Yes, a Child Arrangement Order can be changed if there is a significant change in cir-
cumstances, such as a change in the child’s needs or the parents’ circumstances.

Yes, the court can make a Child Arrangement Order without the parents’ consent if it 
is in the best interests of the child.

Yes, grandparents can apply for a Child Arrangement Order in certain circumstances, 
such as if they have a close relationship with the child and the parents are unable to 
care for the child.
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